
Principal’s Message
written by Associate Principal, Anthony Vercillo

Dear Catholic Central High School Community,

As we step into the month of March, it is with great certainty and conviction that I suggest that March
at Catholic Central High School is truly a time of renewal in so many ways. It is a month brimming
with opportunities for growth, learning, spiritual preparation, and performance of excellence in so
many different facets. It may also very well be the busiest month of the school year!

This March, we are delighted to engage all our “pillars” at Catholic Central at their very fullest levels,
as March is truly a month of significant :

 Faith Pillar: Our commitment to fostering spiritual growth remains paramount. Throughout the
month, we will offer various opportunities for prayer, reflection, and spiritual formation through
Lenten celebrations in the classroom in preparation for the observance of Easter. Our students
are blessed with the opportunity to participate and engage with the NET team and the
additional opportunities they provide to connect in fellowship at the school daily through
activities they organize faithfully. in liturgical celebrations, retreats, and other faith-based
activities.

 
 Academic Pillar: As always, our teachers are dedicated to providing engaging and enriching

learning experiences both inside and outside the classroom and a fresh of a variety of exciting
professional development opportunities in February. While we have really only just begun our
third quarter, preparations for next year are already underway if you can believe that! As part of
our ongoing dedication to academic excellence, our administration and counselors will be
undergoing a major ‘first’ this month, as we will be making the most personalized course
selections in the recent history of CCH. We are foregoing the impersonal method of having
students enter course selections into a computer program and instead sitting down one to one,
with each and every returning high school student (yes, you heard that right) and going through
next year course selections step by step. Parents and guardians, you can help us immensely in
this process by having conversations with your students about classes and future goals and
plans for post-high school so we can help them best select the appropriate courses.

 
 Fine Arts Pillar: This March, we are thrilled to open our highly anticipated, and 34th annual

musical production! This year’s selection will be the beloved tale of The Wizard of Oz! Our
talented students and staff have been hard at work rehearsing for this spectacular production,
which promises to enchant audiences of all ages. The show's official run begins March 8 and



goes through to March 16, with a mixture of evening and matinee performances. Evening
performances begin at 7pm,
and matinees begin at 1:30pm.
Ticket purchases can be made
via our website, and all
performances are held in our
very own Knights of Columbus
Lethbridge Councils Eggplant
Theatre at Campus East. “Break
a Leg” to all involved with the
massive undertaking that goes
with putting on a musical
production the magnitude of
which CCH annually offers!

 
 Athletics Pillar: March is perhaps the BUSIEST time for athletics at Catholic Central High

School. In many ways it is a nexus point for high school athletics. Badminton, baseball,
softball, wrestling, and basketball are either all well under way or just beginning. Of note is the

South Zone Basketball Tournament, where our talented basketball
teams will showcase their skills at the biggest zone tournament in
the province. Junior Varsity and Varsity Playoffs begin on March 5,
and the zone tournament starts on March 7. If you have never
experienced the South Zone Basketball tournament in person, I
strongly encourage you to! It is the best atmosphere in high
school athletics bar none! Good luck Cougars as the season
comes to a close, and high hopes for a playoff run!

In addition to these exciting initiatives, as we embark on this
month filled with promise, possibilities, and prayer, let us remain
steadfast in our commitment to academic excellence, spiritual
growth, and community engagement. Together, we will continue to
nurture a vibrant and inclusive learning environment where every
student can thrive and succeed.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to Catholic Central High School. May God's
blessings guide us in all our endeavors.

Sincerely,

Anthony Vercillo
Associate Principal
Catholic Central High School



March
5 - Midterm
5 -The Wizard of Oz Student Preview
7 - Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences
8 -The Wizard of Oz - Opening Night
9&10 - The Wizard of Oz - Matinees
11 - Division PD Day - No School
13,14,15,&16 - The Wizard of Oz - Evening
16 -The Wizard of Oz - Matinee
28 - Holy Thursday - Last Day of Classes before

Easter Break
29 - Good Friday
31 - Easter Sunday

April
1-7 - Easter Break
8 - First Day Back & Social Part A Diploma
9 - Last Day of Q3 Classes
10 - English Part A Diploma
11 - Math Diploma
12 - English Part B Diploma
15 - Biology & Social Part B Diplomas
16 - CCH PD Day & Chemistry Diploma
17 - 1st Day of Q4 & Schoolwide Retreat
17 - School Council Meeting - 6:00 p.m. Campus

East Library



Welcome to Catholic Central!
Gina Dudas was born and raised in Lethbridge. She is a proud Catholic Central
High School graduate - circa late 1990 something! While attending the University of
Lethbridge to complete her Education degree she was able to complete her PS 3 at
CCHS. After some years of teaching experience and years as a financial advisor,
Gina’s path has led her back to CCH. Gina is excited about the opportunity to work
with the students and staff of this amazing school!

Hi, my name is Melanie Gourlay! I feel so blessed for the opportunity to work as an EA for the
Jordan’s Principle at CCH. I was a stay at home mom for 13 years, and now that my kids are on
the right track, I decided to work in a field I can be passionate about. I was taught that everyone
has talents that should be utilized to make this world a kinder, more compassionate world to live
in. Let’s pay it forward!

FAITH EVENTS AT CATHOLIC CENTRAL

● AshWednesday Mass was February 14. It was incredible to begin our Lenten Journey

together as we came together as one

school for this mass.

● Upcoming Lenten Services: Weekly

Lenten Services (Monday at the

beginning of block 1 classes, February 26,

March 6, March 12 (Tuesday as there are

no classes on Monday), March 18, and

March 25.

● Friday masses at 12:45 on Campus East

- March 8 (Musical Production staff, cast, and crew).

● Catholic Central’s patron saint is St. Joseph. Fittingly, as we have two campuses, we also

have two feast days! The first Feast of St. Joseph the Husband is on Tuesday, March 19.

The second is the Feast of St. Joseph theWorker, which is on Wednesday, May 1, 2024.

PARENT-TEACHER-STUDENT CONFERENCES
The next opportunity to meet with your student’s teachers for quarter 3 is on Thursday,
March 7 from 6:00-8:00 pm, in person on Campus East in the Cafeteria. The
Conference Manager booking system will open on Monday, February 26 at 8:00 am and
close on Wednesday, March 6 at 3:00 pm.



School Fees are now past due!
It is very important to log on to School Cash Online to pay fees. These fees go toward
consumables that students use over the duration of the year. If fees are not paid, we run the
risk of canceling classes and programs should budgetary deficits impact the various
opportunities that we offer at Catholic Central. We appreciate your prompt attention to this!

Oki Students, Parents & Guardians,
We are very excited to celebrate our First Nations, Metis & Inuit Students upon graduation at
our upcoming Feather Blessing on Tuesday May 7th, 2024 in the gym on Campus West.
We encourage our students in celebrating this event to wear your ribbon skirts and shirts for
the ceremony. For those students who have not yet picked up their ribbon skirt/shirt kit please
see Emily Fox.

COURSE SELECTION FOR CURRENT GRADE 10 AND 11 STUDENTS AT CCH

As Mr. Vercillo mentioned in his message, we have taken a new approach to
course selection for the upcoming school year. Instead of taking classes
through the process (one administrator or guidance counselor with each
class), we have decided to meet with each student within a class 1:1. Thus,
each student receives time with an administrator or guidance counselor to
personalize their requests and to ask any questions regarding graduation
requirements and post-secondary admission. We have encouraged students to
“take home” a course selection sheet and have conversations with parents/
guardians/ siblings etc. Should you need to access a copy of this sheet, you can do so here:
https://cch.holyspirit.ab.ca/resources_publications/student_handbook
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any one of our guidance counselors or administrators.

https://cch.holyspirit.ab.ca/resources_publications/student_handbook


ATTENTION PARENTS/ GUARDIANS OF OUR GRADUATES

Let us review what has been done so far and what is coming up:

● Grad requirements: Please ensure that your child
double-checks this list to ensure that his/her name is on it and

REMAINS on it (should grad requirements not be met, names can

be removed from the list). Grad requirements are (by the end of

quarter 3): at least 90 credits completed and in form to attain 100

credits by the end of the year, Faith in Action (40 hours) complete,

and RE 35 complete.

● Grad 2024 Google Classroom: Please continue to check for updates including nomination of grad

songs and theme, as well as to volunteer for a role at grad, in the Google Classroom!

● Grad Hoodies: the deadline to order Grad Hoodies has now passed. If you ordered a hoodie, watch

for announcements as to when they will be ready for pick up (from both campus offices)

● Grad photos:

ALL GRADUATES MUST BOOK A SITTING. There is NO CHARGE to grads to have their picture

taken. Grads can book these sessions online at/:

https://local.prestigeportraits.ca/ab/lethbridge/1021-3rd-ave-s.html Please ensure your graduate
has booked a session! If you have missed this window, please contact Mrs. Sutter at CCH
immediately.

● Grad fees: $160 due on March 17. Fees can be paid through School Cash Online, which can be

accessed from our homepage: https://holyspirit.schoolcashonline.com/ If you require assistance with

this, please contact Mrs. Wilson at the school.

● Grad Statements: Grad Statements will be collected via Google Form, sent to Mr. Vercillo for
compilation. This form will be collected by your student’s Religious Education 35 teacher. If you have

not completed your grad statement, please see Mr. Vercillo before Tuesday, April 9th.

● CCH Website for Grad Updates:

https://cch.holyspirit.ab.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=20671088&pageId=27454496

https://local.prestigeportraits.ca/ab/lethbridge/1021-3rd-ave-s.html
https://holyspirit.schoolcashonline.com/
https://cch.holyspirit.ab.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=20671088&pageId=27454496


Japan Trip Update
KONNICHIWA, CCH Travelers!

Mr. Dalton and Mrs. Polec have been working behind the scenes
with EF Tours to ensure that we are able to proceed with the trip
at the BEST cost, with the same, if not better, experience that we
set out to do at the beginning of the year. Thank you for your
patience as we had to adjust a few components in order to lower
costs and secure flights/ other means of travel.

As such, the itinerary has changed slightly (as we will no longer
travel to Sendai). This is the LATEST messaging that EF Tours has worked on for us. If you have received previous
messaging about past or approaching deadlines, please DISREGARD. We have copied and pasted the message here:

Dear Catholic Central High School families,

We are thrilled that your child will be coming along on a wonderful adventure through Japan at the end of June. We also
want to thank you for your patience as we have discussed the best course of action in the face of recent challenges.

For transparency, we have 21 eager students ready to take-off. However, the original trip was customized for 35 students,
which means that traveling with the current numbers would increase private group fees considerably. So, through meaningful
discussion with the school, we have decided to explore a shorter, pre-set, private tour called Japan:Land of the Rising Sun. It
is one of EF’s most popular tours in Japan and ensures the trip remains as accessible as possible for families.

Now that this has been confirmed, we want to make sure you know what to expect. So, here’s what you should know:

● We are currently in the process of moving students over from the original trip to the new one
● Once this process is complete, you will see all of the updated tour information on your EF account
● All payments made thus far will be transferred over and reflected in your payment history for the new trip
● If you have paid in full, you will see a credit on your account. EF will issue a refund of the difference to all families

that have paid in full
● If you were recently moved off the waitlist, or have yet to set-up a payment program, please call EF or visit your EF

page to select a payment plan
● Any early enrolment discounts that were valid at the time of enrolment will be reflected on the new tour as well

Should you have any questions about your account, please reach out to our Traveler Support team at 1-800-263-2806

Thank you again for your continued support of student exploration! We are certainly excited for this experience.

As you will note, the cost has changed slightly as our group settles around 21 student travelers and three teacher
supervisors. We hope that this all makes sense and we really appreciate your patience. In the meantime, it would be
important to log on to your EF Tours account within the next few days to verify that you have been "switched over" to the
"Japan: Land of the Rising Sun" tour. If needed, the new code is: 2761031SN

The LAST DAY to enroll for this trip is Friday, March 1, 2024!! We have room for three more students!



School-wideRetreat - NEWtoCCH inQuarter 4

What is the purpose of a retreat?
A retreat refreshes and revitalizes, gives the opportunity for more time spent in prayer and contemplation, and
rekindles and deepens our relationship with God. We can see retreats as an opportunity to more clearly hear
God’s call and to seek God’s healing grace and thereby attain a degree of spiritual renewal. It is also time
spent with each other to form bonds with one another, contemplate purpose/ meaning and motives in life, and
work with one another toward specific goals.

Why are we coming together for a School-wide Retreat?
The question would be, why not? This year, the call to action of our Three-Year Faith Plan is “Build!”, which
asks us to look outward and recognize that we live in community, spiritual unity, and relationship. In this
“Spirituality of Communion”, we foster healing, reconciliation, and renewal.
At Catholic Central, we have decided that instead of three grade-level retreats (which has been the tradition),
we will embark on coming together as a whole school community… a first for CCH in terms of retreat planning!

Who will be involved?
All Catholic Central staff and students, members of the school community (parish, NET Team, Knight of
Columbus), and special guests.

Where will the retreat be held?
All students will report to/ attend their block 1 class (this is the first day of Quarter 4) for teachers to take
attendance and provide an overview of and instructions for the day.

When will the retreat be?
Wednesday, April 17, 2024 - the first day of Quarter 4 classes.

What will we be doing on the day of the retreat?
Michael Chiasson from Access52 will be the guest speaker. For over ten years, Michael has been helping
people make an “All In” decision to be their best self by helping them find their place and conviction. As a
speaker, musician, TV host, and writer, he has spoken to over 100,000 people around the world. He was the
recipient of the 2016 Shepherd Leadership Award and has
spoken at teacher conferences, schools, grad retreats, parent
conferences and corporate events.
Other Activities will include talks, meditation, prayer time in
various ways, hands-on activities, smudging, and other fun and
engaging activities.

For the grade 12s, Mrs. Polec will be providing “the next steps”
in preparing for Graduation Ceremonies 2024.

It is important to note that as a Catholic school, we prioritize
faith and academics as two of our pillars. This retreat will serve
as a means for all involved to open up our hearts and minds to
strengthen our relationship with God and others.












