
DECEMBER 2024

Principal’s Message

As we step into the festive month of December, we are reminded of the sacred
time of Advent, a season of preparation, hope, and joyful anticipation. At Catholic
Central, Advent is a time to pause amidst the busyness of our lives, reflect on the
promise of Christ’s coming, and prepare our hearts to welcome Him anew.
Advent, derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning "coming," is a season
that calls us to prepare for two significant moments: the celebration of Jesus’ birth
at Christmas and His promised second coming. Beginning on November 29, at
the beginning of block 3 classes, students and staff will focus on the special focus
of each week of Advent:

Week 1: Hope – We light the first
candle, the Prophecy Candle,
remembering the hope-filled promises of
the Old Testament.

Week 2: Peace – The second candle,
the Bethlehem Candle, reflects the
peace Christ brings to a weary world.

Week 3: Joy – With the pink candle, the
Shepherd’s Candle, we celebrate the joy of the shepherds who first heard the
news of Jesus’ birth.

Week 4: Love – Finally, the Angel’s Candle represents the boundless love God
shares with humanity through His Son.

These weeks guide us to focus on the virtues that strengthen our faith journey
and align our hearts with the true meaning of Christmas. At Catholic Central,
beyond our weekly Advent Services led by Students’ Council and classroom
teachers, we look to prepare our hearts through various acts of charity and love
such as: Santa’s Anonymous Christmas Hamper Project, The Angel Tree Project,
and The Sock It
To ‘Em Campaign.
These initiatives
invite students
and families to be
aware of and
provide care to
the greater need
within both the
Holy Spirit and
Lethbridge community.

While December is a busy month that thrusts us into the basketball, curling, and
wrestling season, alongside the work happening with the musical production and
in clubs like Robotics, Student Ambassadors, Yearbook, and Athletic Leadership,



I want to take the time to explain how the Santa’s Anonymous Christmas Hamper Project - which many of you
are familiar with - came to be: Having been exposed to a grand-scale operation “up north,” a fresh and eager
Mr. Wikenheiser (now retired) pitched a smaller proposal of “let’s start with 20-25 families” here to
principal-at-the-time, Mr. Mombourquette, in 2000-2001. Mr. Wik and Mrs. Vill (short for Villeneuve) ran the
project out of Trinity Learning Centre(TLC) with the assistance of eight students. They learned a lot in the first
few years of trying to get things right, like how to (not) run a toy donation drive (there is a humorous story
behind this but you will have to ask Mr. Wik about it), but after only two years, they outgrew TLC and had to
move the project to CCH Vasey Hall Gym. So, it really wasn’t until 2003-2004 that the roots officially took and
grew. This project has also had many iterations of staff to lead it - Mr. Wik, Mrs. Vill, Ms. Perron, Mrs. Fetting,
Mr. Spiess, Mrs. Gardner, Mrs. Dempsey, Mr. Skretting, Mr. New, and Mrs. Christensen - and has relied on the
generous support of donors over its over 20 year legacy! Today, there are multiple staff members who facilitate,
upwards of fifty students involved, and still many generous donors. We have also had many other schools in
the Holy Spirit School Division run their own fundraisers to help support this project, which we are grateful for. I
am told that if we “did the math,” we are looking at around $ 625,200 in kind, that has been raised over the
years, to feed and bring Christmas joy to around 1,575 families. This year, Catholic Central is committed to
supporting 72 families within the Holy Spirit School Division.

This is where YOU come in. We would be more than grateful, if you are in a position to donate, if you would
consider either donating a hamper ($300-$350) or any $ amount. If you cannot donate financially, we would
love for you to spread the word to your family members, friends, and to the greater community. Conversely, if

you would rather send food items with your students or
drop them off at the school, please contact Mr. New for a
list of what can be donated. It is moments like this that I
am truly humbled by the big, giving hearts of our CCH
community. Thank you.

And on that note, on behalf of all of us here at Catholic
Central, I would like to wish each and every one of our
students and all of our families a blessed Christmas and a
joy-filled New Year! May peace be on your lips and in your
hearts. - Mrs. Polec

Advent & Christmas Mass Times
Mass times are not yet posted for the Christmas

season in Lethbridge. Please find the information in
the future for our Lethbridge parishes at:

https://www.allsaintslethbridge.org/ or
https://www.stmarthasparish.ca/ or

https://sspeterandpaullethbridge.weebly.com/

https://www.allsaintslethbridge.org/
https://www.stmarthasparish.ca/
https://sspeterandpaullethbridge.weebly.com/


Important Dates
November 29 - Advent Service #1 in block 3
December 1 - First Sunday of Advent, Volleyball
Potluck and Awards on CWest at 5:30pm
December 2 - Football Potluck and Awards on
CEast at 7:00 pm
December 5-7 - Cal Classic Basketball Tournament
on CEast and CWest
December 7 - Advent Service #2 in block 3
December 8 - Second Sunday of Advent
December 11 - Midterm
December 11 - Advent Mass (with blessing of the
Santa’s Anonymous hampers) at 9:30 on CEast
December 11 - Parent/Teacher/Student
Conferences 6-8 pm on CEast
December 12 - Christmas Concert at the
Evangelical Free Church at 7:00 pm
December 13 - Advent Service #3 in block 3
December 15 - Third Sunday of Advent
December 16-20 - Christmas Spirit Week
December 17-19 - Our School Survey for students
in block 3 & 4 classes
December 20 - Advent Service #4 in block 3
December 20 - Last Day of Classes before Break
December 22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 24 - Christmas Eve
December 25 - Merry Christmas!
December 21-January 5 - Christmas Break!

January 6 - Return to classes after Christmas
break; Staff to bless larger gathering areas after
school
January 7 - Blessing of the Classrooms in block 3
January 13 - FLA Part A diploma
January 14 - ELA Part A diploma
January 15 - Social Part A diploma
January 16 - FLA Part B diploma
January 17- Last Day of Q2 classes and Math
diploma
January 20 - ELA Part B diploma
January 21 - SS Part B diploma
January 22 - Biology diploma
January 23 - Chemistry diploma
January 24 - Physics diploma
January 27 - CCH PD Day and Science diploma
January 28 - First Day of Q3 Classes



Advent Services -We will be having our regular Advent Services held in

Block 3 classes on the following Fridays - November 29, December 6,

December 13, and December 20

Hello! You may be curious about what is happening this year for Santa’s
Anonymous. We are currently right in the middle of our annual Food Drive.
Students from CCH are bringing in items to help build our 70 hampers of food for
families throughout our community. We have a wonderful group of students here
at CCH that have been fundraising and committing countless hours toward
making a better Christmas for those in the community.

We will be constructing the hampers just after the Advent Mass held on
December 11th, and then distribute them via our colleagues in other Holy Spirit

schools. If you would like to get involved, it’s not too late. We will continue to take food donations up to
December 2nd and online donations can be made right up to December 20th and throughout the year. Please
see the CCH website for more details. Just look for the Santa Hat!

Thank you so much for your ongoing support of this important and longstanding tradition at CCH!

We bid farewell and congratulations to the four interns who have been with us since the

beginning of this school year. To Ms. Murphy, Ms. Skanes, Mr. van der Stoel, and Mr.

Yanke, we wish you all the best in your future careers!

Our CCH Show Choir will be singing the national anthem at the December 13,
2024 Hurricanes game against Red Deer. Our school community has special access
to discounted tickets for this game. Tickets can be purchased online at
visitlethbridgearena.ca under the following path: Events/ Lethbridge Hurricanes/
Promotions (near the top header)/ School Community Discount Code: CCH24. This code is available to the
entire school community for general seating throughout the arena until game time.The game starts at 7:00 p.m.
Hope to see you there!!

http://visitlethbridgearena.ca


We are deeply grateful for the generosity of our donors for our annual Academic awards, whose support
provided over $10,000 to students for the 2023-2024 school year. Congratulations to all the recipients.

We invite new supporters to join our mission to acknowledge the achievements of CCH students. Whether you
would like to sponsor an existing award that no longer has a donor, or provide ongoing sponsorship for a new
award, the students will benefit. Donors receive a tax receipt.

Thank you for supporting CCH students on their academic journeys. If you have any questions or would like to
contribute, please contact Mrs. Cara Ross at rossc@holyspirit.ab.ca

Offseason training for any athletes who are interested in joining

COUGAR FOOTBALL will be starting soon. If you are interested in

knowing more about this, please see Mr. Cavilla or come to the

Fitness Center on December 2nd.

School Fees Reminder
The Holy Spirit School Division uses School Cash Online which provides you with the
convenience of paying online for school items such as school fees, trips, co-curricular
fees, etc. Go to https://holyspirit.schoolcashonline.com/ to register. Once you have
registered your child, you will be able to see all fees owing for your student. If you
have any questions during the registration process or while shopping online, please
call Mrs. Tamara Wilson at our Campus East office and she can assist you. If you prefer not to pay online, our
EAST office accepts cash, cheque or debit/credit card. The WEST office can only accept cash or cheque. All
fees are posted on the CCH website, under the “School” tab on our main page.

mailto:rossc@holyspirit.ab.ca
https://holyspirit.schoolcashonline.com/






GRAD 2025 - SAVE THE DATE - May 9-10, 2025!

Dear Parents/Guardians of Grade 12 Catholic Central students:

As we settle into the second quarter of the school year, it becomes time to make plans for
Graduation 2025. Updates on graduation will be posted on the homepage of our website:
www.holyspirit.ab.ca/cch under “School” tab/ “Graduation Information.” Additionally, continued
updates will be uploaded in the Grad 2024 Google Classroom as we prepare to celebrate the
academic achievements of our Graduating Class!

Please note that ALL Grade 12 students/parents are receiving this information letter. This does not necessarily mean that the
student is on the Grad 2025 list. The guidance counselors will be contacting Grade 12 students who do not currently meet
graduation requirements. A graduation list will also be posted at each campus by the end of quarter 2, and updated regularly. If you
have questions about your child’s graduation status, please contact the school and speak with an administrator or guidance
counselor.

Graduation Parent Meeting – Monday, February 3 at 7:00 p.m. in the Cafeteria on CEast

Grad Photographs: Our photographer this year is Lifetouch Canada. There is NO CHARGE to grads to have their picture taken.
Pictures are taken on these dates and times:

● February 3-14, 2025
● February 18-21, 2025

Grads can book these sessions online at prestigeportraits.ca Select Alberta, Lethbridge then choose your location (Catholic Central
High School) from the drop down list of schools and select day and time to book. The online booking system is now open. If you
cannot book any of these times, please call Lifetouch at 780-437-2431 to arrange a time and date.

Grads will have their pictures taken with cap and gown (as provided by Lifetouch at their studio). The following are suggestions for
the best photos:

- look like the “best version” of yourself, which means if grads plan to have hair and makeup done for pictures, make sure you
look like you!

- the grad gown is a v-neck, so it is wise to wear either something that is also a v-neck or a shirt with a tie. Do not wear a
hoodie or a sweater that adds any sort of bulk to the neckline/ underneath the gown.

- You may also choose to have other pics taken ie: with a grad dress or suit or with “props” like hockey sticks or dance shoes,
etc.

Please note: Students are NOT required to purchase packages from Lifetouch but each graduate must have this picture taken from
Lifetouch as CCH will not accept other headshots taken by another photographer.

Dates and Details:
1. Grad Mass, Friday, May 9, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m, VisitLethbridge.com Arena (plan for 1 ½ to 2 hours)
2. Grad Ceremonies, Saturday, May 10, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m, VisitLethbridge.com Arena (plan for 3 hours)
3. Grand March (with Grad Dance to follow), Saturday, May 10, 7:00 p.m., VisitLethbridge.com Arena (plan for 2

hours)

Grad Fees – are $160. Fees will be attached to students on the preliminary grad list in JANUARY, 2025 (but are not attached yet).
They will be due before/on March 19, 2025. Fees can be paid through School Cash Online, which can be accessed from our
homepage: https://holyspirit.schoolcashonline.com/ For your convenience, we will be able to accept payment at the grad parent
meeting. If you require assistance with this, please contact Tamara Wilson at wilsont@holyspirit.ab.ca . Please note that all SCHOOL
FEES must be paid with or before GRAD FEES can be paid.

Graduation information will be updated regularly in the Grad 2025 Google Classroom and on our website. Reminders will also be
provided on Instagram. Thank you for your time and assistance with this important event in the lives of our students.

Blessings,

Joanne Polec, Principal

http://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/cch
http://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/cch
http://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/cch
http://www.lifetouch.ca/southernalberta
https://prestigeportraits.ca/
https://holyspirit.schoolcashonline.com/
mailto:wilsont@holyspirit.ab.ca


60thAnniversaryGala T hank you!
Catholic Central High School in partnership with Friends of CCH is thankful and grateful for the support for
co-curricular programming from members of the Lethbridge business community.

The 60th Anniversary Gala on November 2, 2024 would not have been made possible without our sponsors
and donors, including:

● Amber Balog and Eric Dyson
● Dave Ankerman Drafting Services
● Bayer Crop Science
● Jeanne White with Bridge Land & Energy

Services Ltd.
● Candice DeMaere of Mortgages by Candice

DeMaere
● Mary Chervenka of IA Private Wealth
● Angie and Gerard Dower with Chiropractic

Central
● Daryl Wilson
● Jason Unwin with Desk’n’File
● Randy Douglas
● Adam Zentner with DMT Business Group
● Dino and Theresa Pasquotti with 5P

Construction
● Evergreen Golf Centre
● Rob Froese
● Brent Morris with Gas King South
● Andrea and Rob Krushel with Glow Medical

Aesthetics
● Janet and Jamie Wakefield with

Groundbreakers Construction Inc.
● Italian Table
● Kasko Cattle Co
● Rino and Dana Pasquotti with LA

Stoneworks
● Kyle Puchinger of Lethbridge Hyundai
● Lethbridge Soccer Centre (Servus Sports

Centre)
● Panos Kollias at Luigi’s North

● Jeff Van Deurzen with MNP
● Chad VandenBroeke with NC Spirits

Coaldale
● Schafers with Neu-Lite Electric Inc.
● Tina and John Novak
● Lisa Shaw with Onyx Realty
● Ridley Greig with the Ottawa Senators
● Brad Wall with Progressive Fighting

Academy
● Garry and Pat Spiess of Redwood Industrial

Health Services Ltd.
● Robert Reid with Reid Pro Plumbing & Gas
● Tim Leith and RE/MAX First
● Bob Rice (in memoriam)
● Mary Unger-Thomas with Signature

Sandman and Prime Catering
● Cary Kish with Sounds Unlimited
● Rich Sutter
● Cheryl Neufeld with The Travel Agent Next

Door
● Russ Gallant and Brad Seeman with

Waterproofing Roofing
● Ward Bros. Construction
● YMCA Lethbridge

Thank you for your generosity and unwavering support. Your
contributions have not only helped make the 60th Anniversary a
success but have also enabled Catholic Central to continue its
mission and goals, touching so many lives in the process. Your
belief in our school, its legacy, as well as its future fuels everything
we do. The staff and students truly thank you for the many
opportunities they will have in both curricular and co-curricular
programming.







Did you miss out on registration in the
Fall for Sacraments?

No problem! We will be running a Boot Camp for
First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and Confirmation. They will
all be held at Assumption Church and snacks will be provided.

The First Reconciliation Boot Camp will run:

Saturday 11 Jan. AND Sunday 12 Jan.
from 12:00 pm till 3:00 pm OR

Saturday 18 Jan. AND Sunday 19 Jan.
from 12:00 pm till 3:00 pm

The First Eucharist Boot Camp will run:

Saturday 1 Feb. AND Sunday 2 Feb.
from 12:00 pm till 3:00 pm OR

Saturday 8 Feb. AND Sunday 9 Feb.
from 12:00 pm till 3:00 pm

The Confirmation Boot Camp will run:

Saturday 15 Feb. AND Sunday 16 Feb.
from 12:00 pm till 3:00 pm OR

Saturday 22 Feb. AND Sunday 23 Feb.
from 12:00 pm till 3:00 pm

Registration forms are available online at:
www.allsaintslethbridge.org

There are no costs for classes. For more information please
email Cyndi at educationallsaints@shaw.ca

Pre-registration is required

mailto:educationallsaints@shaw.ca


The teachers and staff of Catholic Central High School
wish you and your family a Christmas season

full of joy and thanksgiving.
May the light of Christ shine brightly

in your hearts and homes this Christmas
and throughout the New Year.


